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Mission

The National Art Center, Tokyo opened in 2007 with the mission of contributing to the creation of a new culture that
advances mutual understanding and inclusion through the power of art. Since then, the NACT —the fifth institution to be
established under the Independent Administrative Institution National Museum of Art—has functioned as an art center
without permanent collections that provides the public with a place where they can experience many different forms of
artistic expression, make new discoveries, and share diverse values. In addition to hosting a broad spectrum of art shows in
one of Japan’s largest art exhibition spaces (14,000 m?), the NACT also collects, provides, and makes publicly accessible

diverse art information/resources and runs various educational and public programs.

Our Core Activities

1 Exhibitions

—The NACT presents a large variety of art expressions and offers fresh perspectives
on artistic creativity.

- Artist associations that run nationwide activities are provided with a place to hold exhibitions.
- New expressions in various fields are showcased to cultivate interest in contemporary art.
- Art from diverse eras and regions is presented through themes and insights that speak to today’s audiences.

- Research findings are shared in an easy-to-understand form through various types of exhibitions.

2 Information Collection and Dissemination
—The NACT connects people and art through the gathering and sharing of
information resources.

- Information about art exhibitions held in Japan is gathered and shared.
- Post-WWII Japanese art exhibition catalogs are comprehensively collected and made accessible to the public.

- Various materials related to modern and contemporary Japanese art are collected and made accessible to the public.

3 Education and Public Programs
—The NACT serves as a site of participation, interaction, and creativity.

- Lectures, symposiums, and gallery talks related to exhibitions are regularly organized.

- Through artists’ talks and workshops, diverse audiences are provided with opportunities to learn about and discuss
different works of art.

- Internship and volunteer programs provide opportunities for hands-on activities at the NACT.

- Information and materials are collected on educational extension projects at art museums.
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History

The National Art Center, Tokyo mainly traces its origins to 1978, when the Japanese artistic community issued a call for the
construction of a new art center that could fill the need for a venue in Tokyo to hold exhibitions by artist associations. Since
its founding in 2007, the NACT has been operated and administered by the National Museum of Art, an Independent
Administrative Institution that was established in 2001 and also oversees the National Museum of Modern Art, Tokyo, the
National Crafts Museum, the National Museum of Western Art, Tokyo, the National Film Archive of Japan, the National

Museum of Modern Art, Kyoto, and the National Museum of Art, Osaka.

1999 The Agency for Cultural Affairs forms the “Committee for the Preparation of the National Art Exhibition Center
(working name).”

2000 The Ministry of Education and Science commissions Kurokawa Kisho and Nihon Sekkei, Inc. to design the new art
center.

2003 An office for overseeing construction preparations is established. Following a public call for name suggestions, the art
center is officially dubbed the National Art Center, Tokyo.

2006 Construction is completed. The NACT is formally established as an organization under the Independent
Administrative Institution National Museum of Art.

2007 The NACT opens its doors to the public on January 21.

Director General (past & present)
HAYASHIDA Hideki (July 2006 — December 2011)
AOKI Tamotsu (January 2012 — March 2019)
OSAKA Eriko (October 2019 — present)
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Architecture

The National Art Center, Tokyo has a total of 14,000 square meters of exhibition space, one of the largest in Japan. In
addition to the twelve exhibition galleries, the NACT is equipped with the Art Library, an auditorium, and three lecture rooms.
Additional facilities include a restaurant, three cafes, and museum shops.

Designed with the concept of “an art center surrounded by green spaces,” the NACT sports a beautiful wavelike glass
facade that creates a unique look together with its conical main entrance. This large array of glass provides visitors in the
atrium lobby on the first floor with a delightful and seasonally changing panorama of the trees and other plants of the
surrounding area, including Aoyama Park. In addition to such aesthetics, the building also emphasizes functionality with
diverse features such as seismic isolation devices for greater safety during earthquakes, resource- and energy-saving

through rainwater reuse and underfloor air conditioning, universal design, and direct access from Nogizaka Subway Station.

Facts

Location: 7-22-2 Roppongi, Minato-ku, Tokyo, Japan

Design: Kisho Kurokawa architect & associates +
NIHON SEKKEI, INC.

Construction: Kajima-Taisei-Matsumura Corporation JV,

Shimizu-Obayashi-Mitsui Corporation JV
Groundbreaking: July 16, 2002
Completion: May 31, 2006
Floors: Four above-ground floors

(including 2nd and 3rd floor mezzanines)

and one basement level
Structure: Steel frame, with steel-reinforced concrete portions
Building area: 12,989.56 m? Total floor area: 49,834.12 m?

Prizes for the NACT’s architecture and facilities

International Architecture Awards 2006 (The Chicago Athenaeum: Museum of Architecture and Design, 2007), Good
Lighting Award (The llluminating Engineering Institute of Japan, 2007), The Japan Society of Seismic Isolation Award (The
Japan Society of Seismic Isolation, 2007), Good Design Award 2008 (Japan Institute of Design Promotion, 2008), BCS
Award (Building Contractors Society, 2008)

The NACT Architecture Guide App CONIC

CONIC is a web application that provides information about the NACT’s architecture. You can
read or listen to interesting details of some of the NACT’s architectural features, and enjoy
taking a virtual tour of recommended spots inside the building. Available in Japanese, English,
Chinese, and Korean.

https://conic.nact.jp/en/
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A variety of art expressions and fresh perspectives on artistic creativity
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The National Art Center, Tokyo presents above five major special exhibitions each year with two overarching approaches.
The first is to spotlight contemporary artistic expression in fields such as art, fashion, design, architecture, manga/comics,
and animation. This includes solo showings by highly acclaimed Japanese and overseas creators in each field, as well as
thematic and group exhibitions. The second is to identify themes and perspectives that speak to us—today’s individuals and
society as a whole—and use them to revisit art from many different periods and regions. Designed in collaboration with
experts from art museums and other institutions around the world, these exhibitions bring out new dimensions of appeal in

historical works of art.

[BA-N\YAHU—NZREFHER 1 50EELS  TYRANEMFESEME & NVHU— [HHEXEBR2020—EEEBR 28A07 —N 20204 (55 _LHEIR)
FyaF)b-FrSU—FE TIRZA—I—0Ow/ VNV HU—DEMA004]2019-20  Timeless Conversations 2020: Voices from Japanese Art of the Past and Present, 2020
F (&7 LEFAIR) (Photo: Norihiro Ueno)

Treasures from Budapest: European and Hungarian Masterpieces from the Museum of Fine
Arts, Budapest and the Hungarian National Gallery. Japan-Hungary Friendship 150th
Anniversary, 2019-20 (Photo: Norihiro Ueno)

[MANGAEBTITOKYO  ZwiRvDY V-7 ZX-5'— [ F§2020/12020F (& LB [T7vyay 42 Jv/V 1945-2020—mfTE4R12021F (R IBE(E)
A7) Fashion in Japan 1945-2020, 2021 (Photo: Ken Kato)
MANGA & TOKYO, 2020 (Photo: Norihiro Ueno)
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The NACT provides exhibition spaces to artist associations that run nationwide activities.

Every year many groups present their exhibitions using the ten galleries (1,000 m? each) and four open-air exhibition
areas (315 m? each).

RERTZE RREASR
Installation view of Artist Associations’ Exhibitions
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Information Collection and Dissemination
Connecting people and art through the gathering and sharing of information resources

The National Art Center, Tokyo collects and archives books, magazines, archival materials etc. on modern and
contemporary art—particularly post-World War Il Japanese art—and makes them available to the public. The NACT not only
keeps comprehensive collections of exhibition catalogs as a reference for the history and accomplishments of art museums
in Japan, but also donates these resources to Japanese art research institutions overseas. The NACT also provides

information on exhibitions at other art museums, galleries, and other venues across Japan.

Art Library

The NACT has an Art Library on the third floor of the main building and an Art Library Annex in the annex. The materials in
the collections are available to everyone free of charge for on-site reading (loans are not available), and are searchable via the
NACT’s online library catalog (OPAC).

Collection

(approx. size as of March, 2022)
Books: 48,000 copies

Exhibition catalogs: 113,000 copies
Magazines: 3,200 titles

Archival materials: 15 fonds

JAC (Japan Art Catalog) Project
The NACT collects catalogs of art exhibitions in Japan in cooperation with museums across Japan and donates them to

major Japanese art research institutions abroad every year.

Art Commons
Information on art exhibitions held at art museums and galleries across Japan is collected with the assistance of the

organizers and venues, and compiled into this publicly accessible database.

11
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F=TAANT =03y FIEOXI—T—-5UR](2018512F)
Artist workshop “Merry-go-round of Shadows” (December 2018)
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Architectural Tour 2021: Walk, See & Know an Art Center



Education and Public Programs

Participation, interaction, and creativity

The NACT offers the public enriching encounters with the world of art by organizing various educational and outreach

programs consistent with its overarching agenda of “being an art center and a site of participation, interaction, and

creativity.”

Artist workshops

Artists from diverse domains—contemporary art, design, physical expression, manga, animation, fashion, architecture,

media art, and more—are invited to the museum to lead workshops for visitors of all ages. These are opportunities to

experience and explore art from many different angles, including art-making workshops for preschoolers, school-age

children, or families, workshops that retrace the artists’ creative experiences to enhance understanding of their works and

the secrets behind their processes, workshops that engage in enlightening discussions focused more on concepts than on

production, and art appreciation workshops.

Lectures and symposiums

The NACT holds lectures and symposiums mainly related to
exhibitions, as well as talks by featured artists. These events
have been highly praised for providing thought-provoking
experiences that enable participants to better understand the
art on display and to see it from fresh perspectives. They
include opportunities to receive easy-to-follow introductions
to insights gleaned from art history research, and to
personally hear artists describe their concepts and
processes. The NACT also hosts international symposiums
pertaining to the activities of art museums as a way of helping

the global art museum community evolve with the times.

Architectural tours

These popular tours introduce participants to the NACT’s
architecture and operations, with the aim of providing the
public with greater exposure to the appeal and functions of
the NACT. The tours are assisted by volunteers from NIHON
SEKKEI, INC., one of the agencies that designed the NACT,
and are offered in various plans catering to different age

groups and interests.

Internship and volunteer programs

The NACT offers university students opportunities to serve as
interns and volunteers. These programs are designed to
deepen the participants’ understanding of art museum
operations, and to cultivate young talent as tomorrow’s art

museum professionals.

Interactive webinar “Yuima Nakazato Fashion Program: Exploring Fashion and the Future
with Teens” (August 2021)

WEFAR D TEF—TYUIMA NAKAZATO FASHION PROGRAM[ 10X EE X 2.

TrvavERE](2021488)

Architectural Tour for Children in Summer 2019
BERHFIEDEAIFAYT7—2019

13
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The logomark and logotypes of the National Art Center, Tokyo were designed by creative director Sato Kashiwa.

The logomark is a motif inspired by the Chinese character for “new,” which appears in the Center’s name in Japanese. It
symbolizes the NACT’s enduring role as a source of fresh perspectives driven by innovative and creative endeavors. The
corners and intersections of the lines that make up the character have been separated into an open arrangement, signifying
that the NACT is accessible to everyone and is a place that creates new connections between people and art. It also mirrors
the open-plan design of the Center’s interior, which can be freely partitioned into various configurations of exhibition spaces.
Note also that each line is rounded on one end and flat on the other. This echoes the curves and straight lines that define the
NACT’s architecture, particularly the wavy glass facade and the white cube design of the exhibition galleries.

The logomark and the logotype are rendered in hi-iro (scarlet) and keshizumi-iro (charcoal gray), two traditional Japanese
colors that can be found in key elements of the architecture. While these are the basic colors for the logo, they can be freely

changed to suit the purpose of the diverse projects carried out by the NACT.
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The NACT offers the use of its space and facilities to art associations,
businesses, and other groups. The auditorium, lecture/seminar rooms,
and the entrance hall—which offers an outdoor-like expansive setting—
can be rented by your organization for a variety of purposes. The NACT
building and grounds have also been used as a striking setting for

magazine photo shoots, TV commercials, and other media projects.

FHl-BEVEDE  https://www.nact.jp/kaikei/

More details and inquiries (In Japanese only)

TZHEICDULT Supporting the NACT
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The National Art Center, Tokyo engages in a broad array of activities. Staging exhibitions. Collecting, preserving, and sharing informational resources on
art in Japan and overseas. Communicating information on art in Japan to international audiences. Hosting architectural tours, various workshops, and
many other educational and outreach programs targeted at a wide range of visitors. In addition to these, the NACT offers a full lineup of visitor services,
including babysitting.

In order to help us sustain and enhance our many different activities, programs, and services as one of Japan’s key hubs of art, we invite you to
consider making a donation to our support fund.

15



16

A=A
BREES RS

EEE 10:00-18:00
=HPOEEE TEBHIF20:00F T
* ABIABIE D30 FIF T
*BERICIHOT AEFHNRBDBENDIFT . BINERGT—LR—I TTRBILE N,

RER 10:00-18:00
*EMERICIOT HEBRENRBIET . BITERIFR—LR—ITTHERIZT L,

7—h54T35U—

P—=hSA TS~ (EMEE3M)
7—h354T7SU—RIEREE (HIEE15)
*BAEERZORHOFIBBRIE K- LR—ITTRELE N,

HIT(1F) 10:00-18:00(17:55 L.O.) *=-+BHEF20:00(19:55 L.O)ET
H7x(B1F-2F) 11:00-18:00(17:30 L.O.)
LARS 2 (3F) >2F:11:00-16:00(L.0.) F47+—:16:00-21:00(19:30 L.O.)

Sa1—-I7LYavyF(B1F) 10:00-18:00 (1F) 12:00-17:00
*EEFPFEEDHENBIET DT, BRIBRST—L—I TTERZT W,

7N =
HENRE (RO F/ BRI S 358 $BEL. BT OHKE)
EFSRAFH

e
THEREIRERCEICEDF T AERIIEMEEICI > TERIFTT,
*ZR@ES|FIE  https://www.nact.jp/information/profit/

FEY—EX

ERY—ER AE—H—HH

O~ 12BOBFEHICOVTHRY —ERERMUTVE T, F/e. AHANE —N—EZMCABLTSY, T 1R
= BBOBENN UICEF AVBRANE—Y— B UET,

NUF7IU—

EENICT1 0T DZ BN UHSG ) ZD 3B 1 AMICEF ARAA SIGhA VZEREL TVE T ABEDRT [F T R TEENY
CRS>THY BAORERFEROANBEHLULTVAO-FICB>TVFIT . ERFPROEREWINBIT>TVET,
Flo BRIV — GFEEIAI) MLHRSBERDADDIC BEICHIIL—TIY AT LAZZRBLTVET,



General Information

Opening hours
Special exhibitions 10:00-18:00
10:00-20:00 on Fridays and Saturdays when special exhibitions are being held

* Last admission 30 minutes before closing

* Hours vary depending on the exhibition. Please check our website for the latest information.

Artist Associations’ Exhibitions 10:00-18:00

* Opening hours vary depending on the respective Artist Associations. Please check our website for the latest information.

Art Library

For the opening days/hours of the Art Library (3rd floor of Main Building) and the Art Library Annex (1st floor of Annex), see
our website.

Café (1F) 10:00-18:00 (17:55 L.O.) *On Fridays and Saturdays: 10:00-20:00 (19:55 L.O.)

Cafés (B1F, 2F) 11:00-18:00 (17:30 L.O.)
Restaurant (3F) [Lunch Time] 11:00-16:00 (L.O.) [Dinner Time] 16:00-21:00 (19:30 L.O.)
Museum Shop (B1F) 10:00-18:00 (1F) 12:00-17:00

* Hours are subject to change. Please check our website for the latest information.

Closing Days
Tuesdays (However, the NACT opens on Tuesdays that fall on a national holiday and then closes on the next day that is not
a national holiday.)

Closed for the year-end through the New Year’s holidays

Admission
Admission varies depending on the exhibition (special exhibitions) or organizer (artist associations’ exhibitions).

* Special Ticket Promotions  https://www.nact.jp/english/information/profit/

Visitor Assistance
Childcare services
There are baby strollers available free of charge on a first-come, first-served basis. A nursing room is located on the

basement floor. All wheelchair accessible restrooms are equipped with a diaper-changing station.

Accessibility

The NACT has ten accessible restrooms, one of which is equipped with an ostomate-friendly toilet. Also, the building
entrances have automated doors and wheelchair ramps. Wheelchairs and canes are available free of charge on a first-come,
first-served basis. The auditorium is equipped with a hearing loop (AFIL) to serve visitors using telecoil-equipped hearing

aids.
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Nogizaka Sta.

ThAIR
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Nogizaka

Entrance

H71 A%-2
Café COQUILLE

EETEIE
2,000m,34.2mx59.5m/XHE5m

ERE1A 1B. 1C. 1D
%1,000m/XHF=E5m
BHETIZA. B. C. D

315m /4K [E

BHRETIHE
630m

Hh7zx [H7x 3F—1]
20m S RY—DH)
*FEFOE—RT)—2X=2

Main Entrance

Special Exhibition Gallery 1E
2,000 ni (34.2 x59.5m), 5m ceiling height

Gallery 1A, 1B, 1C, 1D
1,000 mi each, 5m ceiling height
Open-air

Exhibition Areas
A B, C,D

315 m (for the 4 spaces)
Open-air

Exhibition Area E
630

Café

“Café COQUILLE”

20 i (pantry only)
(Seats are in the lobby free space)

ERETRE2E
2,000m,34.2mx59.5m/XHE8m

BRE2A. 2B, 2C. 2D
%&1,000m /XHBE5m
A7z [¥Aav-K-7F AvE]
216m (B, /X h)—)

Special Exhibition Gallery 2E
2,000 i (34.2 x 59.5m), 8m ceiling height

Gallery 2A, 2B, 2C, 2D

1,000 ni each, 5m ceiling height
Café

“Salon de Thé ROND”

216 M (Seats and pantry)
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328m

FHEZA

59m

FHEZB

57m

*FHEZA. BIGERTAE
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60m

7—=h3475Y—
188m
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544m (BE. BESEE)

Gallery 3A, 3B
1,000 mi each, 5m ceiling height

Auditorium
328m

Lecture Room A

59 m

Lecture Room B

57 m

(Lecture Rooms A and B can be merged)
Lecture Room C

60 i

Art Library
188 i

Restaurant
“Brasserie Paul Bocuse Le Musée”

544 mi (kitchen, storage space included)

23-YT7LvavT
[Z=~RZ=770LM=F3—(SFT) ]
360m

H7xFV7 [Hh7z7V7 AL
417m (BEET)

Museum Shop
“SOUVENIR FROM TOKYO”

360 m

Cafeteria
“Cafétéria CARRE”

417 m (storage space included)

A TAA—ay

~N

M B-~+s Beu=z

Information Restroom Elevator Nursing Room
B-cor- Bzevrn Brao-s-  [@eks
Coin Lockers Wheelchair Escalator Water Fountain
Accessible
Restroom
wE @ EEISSIS sz I
Telephone Ostomate Lounge Smoking Area
friendly
Restroom

1|

Restaurant

E h7xT

Café

(@) aeD
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Multipurpose Room
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Art Library Annex
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RIFEREE
Art Library

Annex

B1F Gallery
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Gallery
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Ryu-do-cho
Bijutsukan St.

ENVESTE S
THE NATIONAL
ART CENTER, o
TOKYO 5

© 6 (LT IEE )

120 JP o5

Tokyo Metro Chiyoda Line, Nogizaka Station, direct access from Exit 6

Tokyo Metro Hibiya Line, Roppongi Station, approximately 5-minute

walk from Exit 4a
HEEA#R

Toei Oedo Subway Line, Roppongi Station, approximately 4-minute TERR
walk from Exit 7 g
N

* Parking is not available

_|_

ROPPONGI HILLS
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BBNVSEHE Contact

JRITITROE ANEYLETEE EILFTETEE
T106-8558 WREEX/NAAK7-22-2
The National Art Center, Tokyo

7-22-2 Roppongi Minato-ku Tokyo 106-8558 Japan

TEL 050-5541-8600(/\O—%"1 JL)/ (+81) 47-316-2772 (Hello Dial)

FAX 03-3405-2531
URL https://www.nact.jp
Twitter: @NACT_PR  Facebook: @nact.jp
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Instagram: @thenationalartcentertokyo
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